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https://gluya.org/redemption-of-captives/
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https://gluya.org/the-reality-is-just-starting-to-become-clear/
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https://gluya.org/broken-string/
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https://gluya.org/today-2/
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https://gluya.org/breaking-through-the-tangle-of-doubt-and-fear/
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https://gluya.org/once-a-big-war-tore-our-life/
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https://gluya.org/every-morning/
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https://gluya.org/just-before-you-fall-asleep/
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https://gluya.org/the-security-forces-delivered-the-father/
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https://gluya.org/its-hard-being-a-mother-here/
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https://gluya.org/permission/
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https://gluya.org/to-my-daughter-who-watches-the-borders-at-night/
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https://gluya.org/we-were-both-wearing-black/
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https://gluya.org/wherever-i-turn-he-reveals-himself-to-me/
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https://gluya.org/you-came-back-running/
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https://gluya.org/you-should-be-sorry/
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https://gluya.org/my-mouth-will-tell-your-glory/
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https://gluya.org/after-death/
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https://gluya.org/on-the-house-that-was-destroyed/
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https://gluya.org/and-there-was-a-house/
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https://gluya.org/my-hometown/
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https://gluya.org/hope-3/
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https://gluya.org/as-long-as/
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https://gluya.org/on-the-tip/
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https://gluya.org/between-memory-and-forgetting/
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https://gluya.org/blessed-is-the-woman-who-overcame/
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https://gluya.org/faith/
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https://gluya.org/moon-2/
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https://gluya.org/come-slowly/
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https://gluya.org/new-sabbath/
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https://gluya.org/wherever-you-are-please/
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https://gluya.org/we-will-be-the-ark/
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https://gluya.org/the-movements-of-the-w/
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https://gluya.org/lighten-up-2/
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https://gluya.org/what-i-cant-say/
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https://gluya.org/the-new-ok/
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https://gluya.org/routine/
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https://gluya.org/47th-day-of-war/
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https://gluya.org/blessing-of-love/
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WE WILL BE
THE ARK
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WE WILL BE THE ARR

RABI BERI DOV RATZ

The story of Noah is too hard to bear
But at least there was an ark

To include, protect and save from the flood

Now,

We are the ones who need an ark to save us from the
flood.

We all need gopher wood and pitch for our souls

We all search for the window to feel the sun on our

faces and to see the horizon

Since there is no ark
We will be the ark
Together

May it be Your will, our God, that Your spirit which
hovers over the face of the waters, will return our spirit
and give us the strength to be the ark, when we are in
distress.

May we build, together, an ark of love, assistance, and
support,

An ark that has in it a hug

An ark that has room for all of the tears.
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May we, together, be an ark facing each and every wave

in the flood and storm.

May it be Your will, our God,

that Your spirit which hovers over the face of the
waters, will help us be an ark of mutual friendship.

So that in this narrow place, full of pain and anger, we

will not become enemies,

that we will understand that our future and fate are one.

Give us the strength to be an ark of listening
An ark that is spacious and has room for all.
Do not let the flood enter the holiness of our

communities.

Our God, may it be Your will that Your spirit which
hovers over the face of the waters, will bring to You the
prayers we offer before the ark in our synagogue

and in every place.

May it be Your will that You know that in each letter
and word, scream and silence-

To You we turn.
Remember the ark that Miriam placed gently and

hopefully in the water.

Protect our loved ones
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Protect our soldiers,
Protect the captives
Protect the wounded

Guard us from all evil.

Since there is no ark
We will be the ark

May we soon know that “the waters have receded from
the earth.”

Fulfill for us that which is written:
There will not be another flood

And the rainbow appeared in the clouds.

And let us say

Amen.
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A GREAT WAR ONCE TORE OUR LIVES
IN TWO

IRIS ELYA-COHEN

I don’t know what will be
I don’t know how to breathe

(A spasm of cloud cuts through the air before me—a sign
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that there is air.)

I don’t know what we will know

When the day comes,

If the too late strikes again

(My mother says, “It’s never too late.”)

I don’t know the meaning of “we will see”
What the day will bring

(A sign that there is a tomorrow.)

I again do not know where I will go

From here. If there is still a here

If there is still a there

I do not know my soul. My heart struck dumb

I don’t know what to say

I write to myself: So many lie dead upon the earth—
Could there be enough heaven to hold them all?
I don’t know if I'll believe again

(I believe I will.)

Translated to English by Levi Morrow
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THE FABRIC OF THE COVENANT

OSNAT ELDAR

"Alas! How the Lord has covered the daughter Zion with His wrath"
Eicha/Lamentations 2:1

Alas! How the ancient covenant has unraveled!
The threads of memories are scattered around you.

Some were woven into you through the genes, the looks,
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the periods of silence,

Some were embroidered into lofty words:
Generations of legacy shared,

Stone tablets shattered.

And an especially thin thread

Stretched over the parade ground swore

Not to leave the wounded in the field.

You hold them delicately,

Trying to unravel the tangle,

To roll the covenant of fate and the covenant of destiny
into a ball,

Your mouth murmuring a modern-day prayer:

"Now"

"Now"

" NOW"
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ON BLINDNESS

TAL BELLO

He would open the newspaper and cover his eyes, watch
television and cover his eyes, walk in the street and
cover his eyes.

Occasionally, he would encounter a pole and pretend it
was a person. Occasionally, he would encounter a person
and was sure he had encountered a pole.

Occasionally, he dared to peek at everything

Only to immediately cover his fingers.

Thinking to himself,

You don't need eyes to see.
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(WE BOTH WORE BLACR)

NURIT SHEMER FRIEDMAN

We both wore black

And spoke of black things

About the black day and the dead

And the light stays on in the room

And the sun grew black

And the sea released a sigh of desperation
And your black shirt gazed

At mine

And I spoke of Shahar* and of love

And your eyes sparkled with love

And the light stayed on in the room

As long as they don't kidnap that too.
And my black shoes gazed

At yours and learned

And we talked about dead mothers

Who managed not to see

And we exhaled a sigh of relief and a sigh of longing
And although I am the patient

I could see

How it hurts you

In exactly the same place.

0B DW ,Nw *
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SECONDARY TRAUMATIZATION

HILA RALAEE NOVOTNI

You tell

One story out of many
I spin threads

Of a trap
Counter-transferal
How you fled

and you were saved
and they shot at you
You hid

You were abandoned
—my logic

A sieve

Reality enters via
Gaping holes

And tonight

My blanket

Won't ever stop
Covering my face

The darkness burns within me
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There is no

I hear

Shots

If only

They (don’t) find me
Today
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IT'S HARD TO BE A MOTHER HERE

OSNAT ELDAR

*%

On yet another morning of approved for publication,
You draw a circle around the house and its yard,

Call out an unconvincing "good morning",

Wrap juicy sandwiches in overly colorful paper,
Cling firmly onto a forgotten covenant

The strands of which unravel off you with each name

and story.

On such a morning

The hum of the house is a chorus,

The door slamming as they leave — a lament.
On the counter sit orphaned sandwiches.
The circle you drew has been breached.

*

You teach your daughters

The secret of the ragwort and its seeds,
Promising that scorched ground revives.

They look at you, knowingly, with compassion.
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*%

The threads of your heart are entangled with forgotten
covenants,

Broken promises.

Your soul skips from knot to knot,

Unsuccessfully seeking respite.

And yet, your mouth continues to mumble a prayer as a
mantra,

As a necessity — now, now, now.
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BETWEEN MEMORY AND OBLIVION

LIAT BORODA-ROZEN

Between memory and oblivion
There is a whole life.

Between the entirely present
And the emptiness of his absence

Is a quest.
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Between indifference

And a wounded heart

Lies love.

Between madness and inertia
Is a simple act

A connection to the earth

A present

Alive and kicking

Exists

Between memory and oblivion.
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MOON

MICHAEL ZATS

I would like

For one night

To be a moon.

A pillar of light

For those engulfed

By darkness,

To cling to a

Remote hope,

That the sun will eventually

Emerge.
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EACH MORNING

TALI PAZ

I wake early as usual

Earlier than usual

My heart has splintered into thousands of fragments.

I search for them

Under the pillow, under the blanket,

Trying to connect and fuse them, and go down
To the living room to gather up the toys

That the children scattered.

They are too small.

I look under the table, under the sofas.

They can't be gathered up anymore

Either.
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LAY NOT YOUR HAND
(WARTIME OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS)

CHELI TAL SHALEM

Get up in the morning, do not look at any messages,
Sit in the living room or outside and slowly breathe —
Three deep breaths at least.

Recall benignant sentences.

Still careful to lay not a hand

On all those ensnaring nets —

By the gills

Sense

Water.
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BELIEF

SHANTKA SHARED

If the flowers still bloom,

If the sun still shines every day,

If the seasons still change at the right time,
If the wind still blows,

If the heavens are still above my head,
If the sea still moves,

If the mountains still stand tall,

If the rivers still flow into the sea,

If the moon still waxes and wanes,

If the trees still give their fruit,

If all of nature still believes,

Then so do 1.
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AS LONG AS

TALI PAZ

As long as you lose things but not yourself,

As long as the smell of hot coffee wakes you each morning,
As long as you can look around you with a smile through
teary eyes,

As long as the chirping of the birds reminds you of hope,
As long as you see paths of light through the clouds,

As long as you are moved by the wagging tail of a dog
running towards you,

As long as your loved ones are with you even when they
are not,

As long as the planet continues turning on its axis and
you're not thrown off,

As long as you don't give in to yourself but forgive others,
As long as you melt at the sound of children's voices,

As long as you succeed in maintaining a sliver of hope
that if

You ask endlessly

And wish endlessly

And scream endlessly

And say endlessly

And dream endlessly,

Maybe you and we and especially they have

A chance to survive
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