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https://gluya.org/weeping-willow/
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https://gluya.org/why/
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https://gluya.org/just-before/
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https://gluya.org/no-dew-and-no-rain/
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https://gluya.org/the-other-time/
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https://gluya.org/contributers/dirshuni/
https://gluya.org/sleeps-and-slumbers-the-guardian-of-israel/
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https://gluya.org/its-coincidental/
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https://gluya.org/dinah-and-din/
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https://gluya.org/red-south/
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https://gluya.org/sorrow/
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https://gluya.org/ruptures-in-time/
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https://gluya.org/and-there-is-no-voice/
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https://gluya.org/the-dark-is-scaring-me/
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https://gluya.org/war/
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https://gluya.org/as-long-as/
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https://gluya.org/laws-of-a-long-past/
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https://gluya.org/contributers/dirshuni/
https://gluya.org/lamentation-for-a-beloved-land/
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https://gluya.org/contributers/dirshuni/
https://gluya.org/eicha-yashva-badad/
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https://kitveyet.herzog.ac.il/magazine/atar/
https://gluya.org/he-who-hears-the-sound-of-thunder-blesses/
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https://gluya.org/home-yellow-plastic-chair/
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https://gluya.org/light-warrior/
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https://gluya.org/hold-on-to/
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https://gluya.org/origami/
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https://gluya.org/not-answering-questions/
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https://gluya.org/artificial-intelligence/
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https://gluya.org/language-learning/
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ALL YOUR BREARERS
AND BILLOWS HAVE
SWEPT OVER ME




NO SIDE OF THE ABYSS STANDS ALONE

RABANIT SARAH SEGAL-RATZ

TEN 2@ 72 i 9ip X oinn 7 oing”
(m an o°%n) "2y Y7y

“Where deep calls to deep in the roar of Your
cataracts; all Your breakers and billows have

swept over me” (Psalms 42:8)

The following chapter is appearing for the first time in
this series of anthologies. It contains English translations
of poems from this and previous anthologies, based on
the understanding that everything happening to us here
is connected by invisible threads to Jewish communities

outside Israel.

By translating the poems, we present not only the Israeli
'language', but also texts that are relevant to individuals,
families, and communities throughout the Jewish world.
The discourse between the communities always exists,
but this year there is also a strong feeling of connection
from the two sides of the abyss. This chapter also issues
a call to Jews outside Israel, who have been and are still
absolutely affected by the events in Israel, because the

ground shakes beneath all our feet.
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As its name suggests, this anthology comes to serve as a
reminder: No side of the abyss stands alone. A thread is
stretched, connecting us all. Suffering can seemingly exist
on one side of the abyss, but it also affects the other. Even
when it seems there is something separating the sides of
the abyss, we all stand at the brink of the same common
abyss. This anthology contains an invitation to recognize
the depth of the internal chasm in each and every one
of us and to approach and touch it with compassion and
sensitivity. The deep sorrow of this past year tells us that
each side of the abyss echoes the other side; and that
there is a constant dialogue - in a real voice and via quiet,

invisible ways of connection.

If there is a profound call arising from this anthology, it is
the request and prayer that we can connect the two sides
of our abyss. The side here, in Israel, and that overseas;
the side of the abyss that is the loneliness of the survivors
and those bleeding with pain, and the side of all who feel

an obligation to nevertheless rejoice.

A cry rises to us from the depths, as the holiday season
arrives without an end to the suffering. An unheard cry
from the tunnels and cages where hostages are bound,
and the growing cry of their families and communities.
Even if we feel powerless in the face of reality, we are
with them in their distress. Our side of the abyss bellows

against theirs in a constant cry, as in Iris Eliya-Cohen's
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poem 'Doe": "I see you. From the darkness of your eyes,
crimson cut my soul like a sharp blade”, and with the
promise we made from the moment of the attack and
have not yet fully fulfilled "Ayala, we will bring you back

from the clutches of evil. The day is near".

From the sides of the abyss and the togetherness that
traverses it, here are the English translations alongside
an invitation to share with us your non-Hebrew
writing from the past year. The magazine's email box
is open, open to any such content you wish to share:

gluya@gluya.org
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El MALEH RACHAMIM PRAYE
FOR THE VICTIMS OF OCTOBER 7

RABBI TAMAR ELAD-APPLEBAUM AND RABBANIT SARAH SEGAL-RATZ

E-1 Maleh Rachamim

God of Compassion,
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In a universe that lacked compassion
Grant tender rest
Beneath the wings of the Shekhinah.

In the broken spheres of human radiance

To the souls of each and every of the injured
And the violated in the horrors

of the pogrom Of October 7.

For the fear

That fell upon each man and woman,

elders, youth, and children;

Our mouths do not know how to scream

Or put it into words.

For we lament and mourn

For them, for us,

Because of this our hearts are faint
because of these our eyes grow dim

‘Woe to us, for we are broken
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Woe, for our homes were shattered
Our souls and bodies tormented

And our faces darkened.

Therefore, Compassionate One

Reveal our torment to the world and for all time
And from one end of the earth to the other

May the silenced voices utter:

Guard our souls in the Land of Life

For life is our heritage

May we come in peace to healing

Please God, heal all the injured.

Please God, heal the families and caretakers.
Please God, hear and heal us all.

And let us say, Amen.

Translated to English by Levi Morrow and Rabbi Barry Dov Katz
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SLEEPS AND SLUMBERS, THE GUARDIAN
OF ISRAEL

RIVRAH LUBITCH

A song of Descents. I raised my eyes to the mountains
and my help did not come.

I have no help from God Maker of Heaven and Earth.

He let my foot slip, He let my guardians slumber.

Here, He slept and slumbered, the Guardian of Israel.

God did not guard me; He did not shade me at my right hand.
By day, the sun struck at me and the moon by night.
God did not guard me from all harm; He did not guard my life.
How will God guard my going and coming

From now and forever?

*This Lamentation will appear in ‘Dirshuni: Women’s Midrash’, Vol. 3.

<< 717123 1IN NP 18n?
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LAMENTATION FOR A BELOVED LAND

LEORA EILON

O How your dwellings have been turned into ruins,
Your people become exiles in their own land?

O Betrayed land, your sons betrayed you,

They put their desires before all else,

They sealed your fate with their very tongues,

They abandoned you in their hearts, lost in their ways.

O How your Kibbutzim were destroyed, cities made desolate,
Your people dead, your fields wasting away.
Furrows ravaged, become fields of horror,

All eyes devastated, dried out of tears.

Your sons, daughters butchered undefended,
Fair maidens hauled into captivity.
And the plotters standing before them

Whispering, rustling, and the land was silent

Woe unto you, you cowards,
Sitting carelessly in your cushioned chairs,
Entrusted with the lives of beloved captives

While mothers and fathers are wrapped in their grief.
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We will yet return and rebuild you, the soil of our homeland
We will yet return and sing in your fields a joyous song
Your sons will yet return to love and forgive

Your daughters will yet return to complete the thankful song
For neighbors and fellows who had become our enemies,

When our eyes will see peace between us.
And we will cast a prayer together for borders of tranquility,
For becoming good neighbors, for leaders with humility

That we will respect each other, brothers and sisters

When you will sprout again, O land, grain and wheat.

*This Lamentation will appear in ‘Dirshuni: Women’s Midrash’, Vol. 3.
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0 HOW SHE SAT ALONE: A LAMENTATION

NURIT HIRSCHFELD-SRUPINSRY

O How She Sat Alone
Nir Oz, full of blood
Sderot, was like a widow

A city stunned, and who is faithful to her?

O How They Sat Alone
In the shelter room
One family, and another,

And another, and another one.

O How They Sat Alone
The many-eyed women at the observation posts
And there was no listening,

And deliverance — none.

O How They Sat Alone

Young women and young men
Hiding in pits and shrubs.
Their dancing halted,

And who will rescue them?
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O How They Sat Alone
Captive women and captive men
And sitting there, still:

120 men, women, elders and children.
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Crying, they are crying at night
Tears on their cheeks

And there is no one who comforts.

*This Lamentation will appear in ‘Dirshuni: Women’s Midrash’, Vol. 3.
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* (IN THE DAYS WHEN
EACH HOUR COLLIDES)

RABBI ODED MAZOR
Kohelet wasn't right", Yehuda Amichai"

In the days when each hour collides with the next

We have no choice but to cry and to laugh with the same eyes
To mourn and to dance at the same time

And the long arc of history is compressed into one day
and one hour

We ask for the strength to contain

The intensity of our bursting hearts.

To rejoice with those who will be able to embrace today,
To enfold all of those leaning into their longing, souls trembling,
To hold on to hope without letting go,

And to leave some quiet space for a silent scream.

Please, grant us the room to shatter into pieces,

And the spirit to be rebuilt, anew.

Translated to English by Rabbi Ayelet Cohen
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SUGGESTION

AVISHAT HURI

May the Merciful One send us complete healing,

Return babies to their cradle,

Turn time back,

Stop it at 6:28 on Shabbat morning, October 7 two thousand
and twenty-three, the festival of happiness,

Continue the party forever,

Bring down a blizzard of white snow on and around the Strip.

May the Merciful One restore the lost belief in compassion,
Repair the torn fence,

Disrupt the torrent of missiles in His heavens
May the Merciful One let us once again say words like love.

May the Merciful One erase the memories

And may the children know not

That all that is dear, soft, starry,

Their lives, their eyes, their cheeks, their freckles
Tremble under a

Knife's blade.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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7.10.2023

RACHELI YAAROV

I extend my arm to the edge
Of its range and fail to grasp.
I expand my consciousness

with all its capacity
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And still don't comprehend
the intensity of the inferno.
The Seventh of October

Two thousand and twenty-three.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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A MOMENT BEFORE

HAGIT ZOHARA MENDROWSKI

A moment before we finished dismantling
the Sukka. A moment before

the first coffee,

happiness almost came to visit

before being suddenly stained with blood.
Everything was grief-stricken.

Even the Torah brimmed with
helplessness

and the sacred letters shed tears
wordlessly

in order not to arouse the wrath

of terrorists.

Waves of anguish

clenched into a fist.

Unfathomable solitude

woven into

togetherness. With the grace of compassion
the fog of calm

emerges within.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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A HAIRSBREADTH

ORIT CARMEL REFAELI

A hairsbreadth between holiday and horror.

The twin tablets of the covenant slipped through the hands.

The broken beliefs all lie

at our feet like shards of broken pottery.

The harvest of hearts and a gathering frenzy
that spilled over

the land.

When all is said and done — the pain.

When all is said and done — a human soul.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner

_88_

=
(=]
==
~
=
=]
.
=
=]
=
=3
=
~
=)
=
=
=
=
—
=
=
=
=)
o
=




=
=]
=
~
=
=
'
=
=]
=
=3
=
~
=)
=
=
=
=
—
=
=
=
=)
o
=

WEEPING WILLOWS

AVIVIT COHEN

And we tied the willow branches together

And beat them on the ground

And shook them and beat them

And the mothers also beat them and the children too.
And we couldn't have known that we would be willows
the following day

And would be beaten.

And we will remain upright and tall and beautiful

And the wind will blow again, and the rains will fall.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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JEWISH TIME

YEHEZREL RAHAMIM

We trusted the race of time,

the high technology of closing our
"shoot on sight" eyes.

Standing over wreaths -

made of muscles of the past.

The understandable morning was breached.
The pain of inherent Shabbat pleasure denied -

inflicted by Jewish time!

Wearing a prayer shawl of generations of sorrow,

puncturing the trifles of our comfortable

lives. Coming forward to grant us too, the great time.

Our participation
in the chronicles of the days

of awe.

Our lives have been touched by
the days after which

all days will

only be

the days after.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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FRAGMENTS

RINNERET MAGEN

At the kibbutz - - during the rescue - -
In the Code Red alert - - help - -
Help - - tunnel.
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At the nature party - -

A green ribbon - - a door handle.
He's just a child.

Just a child.

The house - - the house is on fire.
Endless heroism.

A missing family.
He's just a child.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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IT'S ONLY

ORIT RLOPSTOCR

It's only by chance that they caught you and not me,
your people is my people

your blood is my blood.

Once you were Eden, Neta, or Shani,

today you are Jewish history.

For the six millionth time plus one you are proving that

history always repeats itself.

Your body is a destroyed temple
and I, a bird.

I escaped the hunter's trap.

I am with you

wherever you scream, I will scream.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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AVALA (A DOE)

IRIS ELIYA-COHEN

Ayala, we will bring you back from the jaws of the wolves
encompassing you.

In the upright grain and from entangled trees in the forest
we will surely bring you back.

Little sister, I see you. From the darkness of your eyes,
crimson cut my soul like a sharp blade.

Ayala, we will bring you back from the clutches of evil.
The day is near,

My heart like a doe, and the sight of you redeemed

and an entire people from sorrow.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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| AM SCARED OF THE DARR

TAMARA LILACH MEZUMAN

I am scared of the dark

that there is something larger than love
that there is someone larger than God
who swallowed Him

and now walks the earth.

More and more fears

more and more darkness

and all that is left for us is to

hide under the bed

and wait for the monster to leave.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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RED SOUTH (DAROM ADOM)

YIFAT GADOT

I thought of God

Who rested from all His work
After dotting the grasses
with anemones and poppies
and created Man

Who planted the ground
with warning signs

and wrote

"Shooting Range".

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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THE OTHER TIME

MICHAEL ZATS

This is the beginning of the 'other time',
a time of without.

Slowly, gradually,

minutes will sneak into hours

will round into days.

Moons will wax.

A yearning for memories

More palpable and closer

Will sear like a burn

In the depths of the heart
Hanging in the balance, a thread

of unraveled strands of longing.

And the clock's hands

Will always lack

The time that "could have been",
and will only show this other

time.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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SORROW

IRIS ELIYA-COHEN

Heaven fell silent because

it knew not what to say.

The land lay inert

because it knew not

how to get up. It was difficult
to arise, to breathe.

Even the air

was heavy.

The streams dried up
because they knew not
how to flow.

The sea was covered with algae.

Fields were filled with thorns
and nettles

that knew not how to grow.
The forests rustled with trees,
jasmine flowers

withered in silent sorrow.

As did I,

no longer recognizing myself.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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TOGETHER

MICHAL GOLANI

A warm palm rests in my grasp,

on the radio, talk of the hostages.

I tighten my clasp.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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OCTOBER 7TH BY THE OHIO RIVER

RABBI HAIM RECHNITZER

near the Aorta

the heart’s membrane is tearing

I run in the desert I die

in the sands the mouth dries up

and it is good that it is so as I cannot
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speak not even cry

now

hiding under a bush that

I found time to leave my armchair

to get another cup of coffee from the kitchen and back
to the chair in front of the news and dozing off
for a moment, getting up to go to the fridge again
taking butter and a slice of bread

swallowing, vomiting, weeping

it’s good to be weeping

trying to erase

the scenes

and the voices

of the murdered, burnt, beheaded raped kidnaped, flung
onto the rocks

to the wall I cling, not moving

lest they see me and think that I too

am already asleep

for a moment

this is a dream

no.

<< 717123 1IN NP 18n?
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A NEW LANGUAGE

MICHAEL ZATS

It feels once more

like it did when I was a child immigrant.

I pretend that I understand,
nodding in agreement,

shaking my head in the negative,
but everyone around me

is speaking a different language
which I am learning anew again.
The Hebrew of after

the seventh of October.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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GRANDMA ESTHER USED T0 SAY

IRIS ELIYA-COHEN

In a room full of bad people,
try to be good.
And I say,

In a room full of bad people,
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try to find a door handle.

Translated to English by Jeremy Kuttner
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